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Introduction 
 
Inclusion is an essential part of a healthy, functioning society. It’s something most people take for granted, 
but it’s not always present in every corner of the world. Inclusion is about ensuring that everyone has a 
place and a voice in our communities. It means we are all able to access the same opportunities and 
services as anyone else.  
 
Inclusion impacts practically every aspect of life, from education to housing and everything in between. 
It’s important to be aware of the different ways inclusion can positively impact your life, so you can seek 
out inclusive environments and support inclusive causes when possible. We understand that this can be a 
lot to take in; after all, there are many facets to inclusion that cannot possibly be covered in one article. If 
you want to learn more about what inclusion means or how you can support inclusive initiatives in your 
community, read on for some useful information on this important topic… 
 
Education is a cornerstone of inclusion 
 
Education is one of the most important aspects of inclusion because it’s where many of us first learn to 
interact with others in our communities. Schools, colleges, and universities all have a responsibility to 
prepare their students for life outside the classroom. This includes working towards an environment that 
is inclusive of all people, regardless of race, income, sexual orientation, ability, and more. If schools don’t 
teach their students about inclusion, they are leaving them unprepared to live and thrive in a diverse 
world.  
 
This is especially important for young people, who are still developing their identities and learning how to 
navigate the world around them. The more inclusive an environment is, the more likely young people are 
to feel comfortable expressing themselves and asking for help when needed. This allows them to fully take 
advantage of the education they are receiving. With a safe, inclusive environment, students will be 
prepared to face a wide variety of challenges both inside and outside the classroom. 
 

Inclusion in the workforce benefits us all 
 
The workplace is another aspect of life that is greatly impacted by inclusion. Employers have a 
responsibility to create a welcoming and inclusive environment for their employees. This means they 
should be pursuing diverse hiring practices, striving to provide accessible workspaces, and promoting a 
culture that is welcoming to people of all backgrounds. Of course, not every workplace will be fully 
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inclusive. If you are working in an environment that does not appear to be making an effort towards 
inclusivity, you can take steps to improve the situation. You can speak up about the importance of 
inclusion, talk to HR about the issues you’re experiencing, and find other like-minded people who want to 
make a change. Even if you work for a company that isn’t fully inclusive, you can still make a difference. 
You can strive to create an accepting environment in your department or team, invite coworkers to social 
activities outside of the workplace, and actively promote inclusion in every way you can. 
 

Access to housing is another critical aspect of inclusion 

 
Many people don’t realize that access to affordable housing is an important part of inclusion. In today’s 
society, most people are required to rent their homes from a landlord or live in a community that is 
owned and operated by a housing corporation. In order for these types of housing to be truly inclusive, 
they must meet the needs of their tenants and clients with disabilities, seniors, children, and anyone else 
who may need accommodation.  
 
This can be challenging, but it’s necessary for creating truly inclusive living environments. If you are a 
tenant or are considering renting in the future, make sure you familiarize yourself with your rights. You 
have a right to a safe and accessible living space, no matter who you are or what your needs are. If your 
landlord is not meeting these needs, you have the right to report them and ask to have the situation 
remedied. 
 

Disability inclusion is equally as important 
 
While we are on the topic of disabilities, it’s important to note that inclusion is equally as important for 
people with disabilities as it is for people without disabilities. Disability-inclusive initiatives strive to make 
the world a better place for people with all types of disabilities. Whether you have a physical or cognitive 
disability that impacts your daily life or are caring for someone who does, you have the right to access the 
same opportunities as anyone else.  
 
Unfortunately, not every community is fully inclusive, particularly for people with more challenging 
disabilities. If you find yourself living in an environment that does not take your specific needs into 
account, you have the right to ask for changes to be made. You can also take steps to modify your 
environment so that it is more inclusive of your needs, whenever possible. 
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Conclusion 
 
Inclusion is an essential part of a healthy, functioning society. It’s something most people take for granted, 
but it’s not always present in every corner of the world. Inclusion is about ensuring that everyone has a 
place and a voice in our communities. It means we are all able to access the same opportunities and 
services as anyone else. Inclusion impacts practically every aspect of life, from education to housing and 
everything in between. It’s important to be aware of the different ways inclusion can positively impact 
your life, so you can seek out inclusive environments and support inclusive causes when possible. 
 
At Front Porch Cohousing, we're committed to providing inclusive coliving and cohousing communities 
throughout the Delaware Valley and Southeastern PA. 
     
 


